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Mention classic car shows to most people 
and there are two that I gaurantee will enter 
the conversation within a few seconds. The 
Bromley Pageant and the NEC Classic 
Motorshow. They both stand out from the 
rest because of their sheer scale and variety, 
and that's why thousands flock to see them 
from die-hard enthusiasts to people with a 
casual interest. What better place, then, to 
get a bit of much needed exposure for the 
Maestro and Montego?

Conquering Bromley was easy by 
comparison. It's only a one day show and 
relatively local to me. We'd had strict 
instructions to have the display cars at the 
NEC for 10am on the Thursday before the 
show for the build up, and that meant a 5am 
start because I was going via Bedford to 
take Simon Heap's newly restored Maestro 
Mayfair up. After a nervous (but 
pleasurable) drive up the M1 I met the other 
exhibitors and we had the cars detailed and 
our mock 1988 Austin Rover dealership set 
up in record time.

Friday tends to be the quietest day of the 
show, but despite this our display generated 
plenty of interest, questions and new 
memberships. In keeping with the dealer 
theme we'd all dressed up as sales staff, and 
that meant the attire for the weekend

involved pin stripe suits and the rather 
garish 1983 Maestro launch ties! As 
expected there were a few visitors who'd 
walk past and mutter something like "that's 
not a classic", but they were outnumbered 2 
to 1 by people who'd owned a Maestro or 
Montego reminiscing over their own good 
experiences of them in the past and 
thanking us for bringing the cars along. One

member of the public even stopped to ask if 
the Maestro Mayfair was for sale at the 
£8415 list price on the roof. You couldn't 
ask for a better compliment!

The two MG Turbos attracted a steady 
stream of enquiries throughout the 
weekend. We're very thankful to the owners 
of the three cars for giving them up for four 
days, and to all who helped on the stand. JS

Below: Maestro & Montego Owners Club stand prior to public opening on Friday. Later in the day this view 
would be impossible due to the crowds admiring what is now an exceptionally rare sight on British roads.

Above: Embarrassing group photo time!  Left to right: 
Simon Heap (Maestro Mayfair), Chris Yates, Maria 
Cooke, Lindsey Smith, Jeff  Patterson (MG Montego), 
Jonathan Sellars, Rich Gelder, David Monks, Tony 
Hague and Dan Pyke (MG Maestro).


